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work party.
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We’ll hold a short business
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month’s meeting and wish to run for an office,
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before October 10, stating which office you wish

at that time of day, but come anyway. We’ll gather
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President and Treasurer. The position of Secretary is open. We’ll nominate in October and vote in November.
Susan N4PSN is stepping down as The Connecter editor, effective January 1, 2020. Would you like to
become our new editor? Please let me know at ka4wyc@gmail.com.
We are going to get two spaces at the Rock Hill Hamfest. If you want to come down and put something on the club table to sell, let me know at ka4wyc@gmail.com.

Mike W4DXL drove us down to the Chester area to look at another silent key’s estate. The XYL called
me and asked us to help clean out his ham shack. She will donate the equipment to the club, and the
money raised by selling the equipment will go back to the club. At this time, I can’t remember the equipment he had. I’ll try to send out a list prior to the Rock
Hill Hamfest, in case there is something you may want.
We’re going back down there next Saturday, September 28 at 9:00am.

If anyone is interested in joining

us, contact me. Mike will drive a van down to haul back
the equipment.
That’s enough for now. Think about if you’d like to
serve as a club officer, consider helping out with the
Christmas Party, and remember our business meeting
is moving to Bob and Lib’s house on October 12 at 9:00am.

Upcoming Events!

W4CQ Christmas Party!

Mark your calendars!

You and yours are invited to our Annual Christmas Party on Thursday,

December 12, 2019! We'll gather at 6:00pm and have dinner at 7:00pm.
To add to the festivities, the club is providing delicious spiral honey-baked
ham slices and Price's Chicken Coop chicken. It will be a nice time of celebrating together.
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The Times Are Changing
How times have changed. The
operational option may not be a
thousand, but they are a lot closer now than back when I was

first licensed. Two of my bucketlist options are moon

bounce

(EME) and satellite — both require a large investment.

Ham Radio:

However, there are options available that re-

Something for Everyone

quire only a General License and a rig capable of
operating on the HF bands (which you probably

Prologue

have). Let me suggest one. I tend to accomplish

During a recent training session, my friend John
Zaruba K2ZA, started his presentation with the
statement: “Ham radio is a thousand hobbies within a hobby.” Despite the hyperbole, all the attendees got the point.
Background
When I received my Class B license (W2DEC) in
1949, my operating options were limited to CW,
and phone (starting at 10 meters through the microwave bands). When I received my Class A license a year later, I could operate AM phone on

75, 40 and 20 meters. It didn’t make a lot of dif-

tasks more quickly when I have a goal. My sug-

ference because my rig didn’t have a modulator.
There was also civil defense.

gestion is to pursue a Worked All States (WAS)

Does anyone re-

certificate. If you are relatively new to HF, you will

member the little Gonset with the green eye? If

learn much about propagation while pursuing your
WAS.
The North America QSO Party is an excellent

tool when pursuing WAS and serves as an introduction to contesting. It is a low-pressure contest;
you can only run 100 watts. Check it out at
https://ncjweb.com/naqp/
There are two events per year for CW, SSB and
digital. The exchange is your name and state. My
first name is Urb. During my first NAQP SSB ver-

sion, more than half of my contacts requested a
repeat on my name. During my second
SSB event, I became Bill and there

you promised to participate in weekly drills, your

were no requests for repeats of my

municipality would lend you a Gonset.

name.
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Emergency Communications

vice.)

Have you ever wondered why ham radio exists?

Are there any ham-related

We certainly have choice bands that many com-

topics you would like me to dis-

mercial enterprises would pay large amounts of

cuss? Please call or email me to

money to acquire. The answer is quite simple.

let me know.

During times of emergencies when commercial

73, Urb Lejeune W1UL

communications are not available, ham radio fills

urb@ham-cram.com

the gaps.

When not writing newsletter articles, Urb can usually be

Make emergency communi-

found working on his ham radio test preparation website,

cations preparedness part of

http://ham-cram.com. The site has three distinguishing

your station activities. Look into

characteristics:

(1) We don’t study incorrect answers,

ARES (Amateur Radio Emergen-

(2) We only study the questions most likely on the FCC

cy System) or RACES (Radio

test, and (3) It’s free.

Amateur Civil Emergency Ser-

QSO Parties
California
Nevada
Arizona
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
New York
Illinois

10/5/2019
10/11/2019
10/12/2019
10/12/2019
10/12/2019
10/19/2019
10/20/2019

— Submitted by Steve Nosko

10/6/2019 California QSO Party
10/13/2019 Sierra Nevada Amateur Radio Society
10/13/2019 Radio Society of Tucson (RST)
10/13/2019 The PA QSO Party Association
10/13/2019 South Dakota QSO Party
10/20/2019 Rochester DX Association
10/21/2019 Western Illinois Amateur Radio Club
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And If So, In Which Language?

Dits and Dahs

Ok…. You say you know Morse code, a language

originally developed to allow Korean to be typed

developed by Samuel F. B Morse and Alfred Vail in

on western typewriters. Whew! Who knew?

Do You Know Morse Code?

the mid 1800’s. The Dits and Dahs or dots and

But wait! There was a “code” prior to Sam and

dashes… But did you know there are several other

Al’s?

Do what? Yep, there was an alphabet ten

years before the alphabet of Morse and Vail was
developed. There is a very interesting museum in
Gottingen, Germany, called the Gauss-Warber Telegraph Memorial. Here is a picture (below) of the
machine that sent code, which was very awkward
to use. It had +’s and –‘s. You had to push and
pull to send a character, using high voltage pulses
that caused a magnetic field burst of voltage at
the far end, 3 kilometers away, from a wire Gauss
and Warber hung between Gauss’s observatory
and Warber’s lab. There was a tiny compass needle that moved from the voltage burst and then
you had to decode the pulses. It was so slow, that
when Gauss sent a massager to Warber’s lab with
the message he had just sent, the messenger got
there before Warber could decode the original

“Morse code” alphabets? We, as American ama-

message. So the University decided not to fund

teurs, usually use the International Morse Code,
but there are several other “codes” out there. You
have

the

American

Telegraph

Morse,

Wabun

Morse (the Japanese code), and a Hebrew “code.”
Morse code can be used to transmit messages in
English and many other languages, like German,

for example. For languages not written with the
Latin alphabet, other versions of Morse Code are
used. There are versions of Morse Code for the
Greek, Cyrillic, Arabic and Hebrew alphabets, and
the Japanese (the Wabun Code - 和文モールス符
号), which maps kana syllables to specific codes.

their telegraph.

The Chinese telegraph code is used to map

So Morse code isn’t used much anymore.

Chinese characters to four-digit codes and then

(Yeah, right.) Just listen to the bottom portion of

those digits are sent using standard Morse code.

any of the HF bands. Listen to operators wanting

Korean Morse code uses the SKATS (Standard Ko-

to work stations on moon bounce. Or DX’ers want-

rean Alphabet Transliteration System) mapping,

ing to work those rare contacts.
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Congrats to Gary

eral months to get a seat in an online class.

W4GDC for passing
Level

One

of

But Jeff, how do I know I’m sending the correct

CW

Morse code? Again, we Amateurs use the Interna-

Academy! I hope he

tional Morse Code. This is what Samuel and Alfred

continues

Level

use in 1843 to transmit the Iconic “What Hath God

Two. By the way, I’m about mid-term in my Level

Wrought.“ OK, where did this come from? (Read

to

an earlier issue of our newsletter about Annie B.

One class. So far, I’m keeping up. I would hope

Ellsworth).

anyone reading this would go to www.CWops.org

73, Jeff Blythe KA4WYC

and sign up for a session. Remember it takes sev-

If you don't know where you are going, you'll end
up someplace else. — Yogi Berra

Charlotte Amateur Radio Club
Minutes of the September 7, 2019 Business Meeting
Salvation Army Divisional Headquarters, 510 Archdale Drive, Charlotte, NC
To promote the technical craft of amateur radio through training, mentoring and enhancing fellowship among radio amateurs.

DATE: September 7, 2019
CALL TO ORDER: 09:30 am by President Jeff Blythe KA4WYC
WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS: Jeff welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized our guests.
He introduced Tim Slay N4IB as our speaker for today.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Susan Nosko N4PSN): Susan, our Secretary, read the August 3, 2019 club
meeting minutes. Jeff asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Joe Ducar KJ4QFV so moved. Shawn
Goodin K4RSG seconded it. The motion passed.
TREASURER’S REPORT (Joe Ducar KJ4QFV): Joe gave the monthly financial report of the club. Approval
of Treasurer’s Report: The current balance is $2,157.77. Jeff asked for a motion to approve the August 3,
2019 Treasurer’s Report. Shawn Goodin K4RSG moved to approve the report. Dave Marcelli N4CQ seconded it. The motion passed.
NEW MEMBERS (Jeff Blythe KA4WYC, Joe Ducar KJ4QFV): We have no new members to report.
OLD BUSINESS
Interference on 444.450 Oscar Repeater: There was discussion about interference.
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Shelby Hamfest: We had a table and several spaces at the Shelby Hamfest. (Oh, man! It was HOT
on Friday and Saturday.) We brought equipment, and cleaned out the Salvation Army warehouse
and a ham’s estate, which was donated to the club. We made enough to pay me back for the
spaces, and put some cash into our Equipment Fund.
NEW BUSINESS

NEW Club Badge from Hambadgers: They’re magnetized and currently cost $12, blue with white
letters, medium-sized.
Rock Hill Hamfest (Oct. 5): VE testing will commence at 8:30am, $10 for tailgating sites. It’s a
great hamfest for selling your unwanted items.
Our Club Meeting Moved to Saturday, October 12: For our meeting, we’ll remove KD4IIN’s 48’
tower. We need to lower the tower and take the beams off.
450 Repeater Listening via our Website (Shawn Goodin K4RSG): There are two months’ worth
of broadcasts stored there.
ANNOUNCEMENT: Dave Marcelli N4CQ joined our club in 1972 when our club was first formed.
ADJOURNMENT: Joe Ducar KJ4QFV moved the meeting be adjourned. Dave Marcelli N4CQ seconded it.

The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:56am.
PROGRAM: Tim Slay N4IB gave a very informative presentation on “Grounding Your Shack”

Respectfully submitted,
P. Susan Nosko N4PSN, Club Secretary
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Gary Whitt’s KN4ICY Weekly Net List
Net Name

Frequency

Offset Tone

Time

When

Location

Backup/
Link

Piedmont Spotter Group

145.230

-

118.8

2000

Nightly

Spencer Mtn.

145.290

Charlotte Regional Skywarn

145.230

-

118.8

As Needed Spencer Mtn.

444.450

Metrolina 2 Meter Emergency

146.940

-

118.8

2100

Nightly

Spencer Mtn.

145.230

York Co. Amateur Radio Society 147.030

-

88.5

2030

Nightly

Rock Hill

NC Evening Net

145.370

-

94.8

2130

Nightly

N. Wilkesboro

GGARS Net

145.450

-

no tone

2000

M, W, F

Crowder's Mtn.

Doughnut Net

145.170

-

88.5

2030

Monday

Anderson Mtn.

York County Ares

147.225

+

110.9

2100

Monday

Rock Hill

Carolina Amateur Radio Club

145.350

-

82.5

1915

Tuesday

Dallas

147.505

Jabbernet

224.400

-

no tone

1930

Tuesday

Charlotte

146.940

Lincoln Co. Volunteer Comm.

147.015

+

141.3

1930

Tuesday

Lincolnton

East Coast IRLP Net

443.250

+

136.5

2000

Tuesday

China Grove

GCARS Trader's Net

147.120

+

100

2030

Tuesday

Spencer Mtn.

Pineboard Ragchew Net

145.410

-

136.5

2045

Tuesday

China Grove

Mecklenburg Co. Ares

146.940

-

118.8

2100

Wednesday Charlotte

Mt Mitchell Preppers Net

145.190

-

no tone

2030

Wednesday Mt. Mitchell

Swap Net

145.190

-

no tone

2030

Thursday

Mt. Mitchell

GGARS 220 Net

224.620

-

127.3

2000

Saturday

Crowders Mtn.

Mt Mitchell ARES Net

145.190

-

no tone

800

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

Forest City Net

145.190

-

no tone

900

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

6600 Net

145.190

-

no tone

2100

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

China Grove Net

145.410

-

136.5

2030

Saturday

China Grove

Dixie Pirates Net

145.410

-

136.5

2100

Saturday

China Grove

10 Meter Net

28.340 USB

2200

Saturday

Rock Hill

Piedmont Simplex Net

147.505

2030

Sunday

Harrisburg

The Connector

no tone

is the official newsletter of the Charlotte

Amateur Radio Club. It’s published monthly.
As Editor of The Connector, I welcome pictures (.jpeg), articles
(Word doc), and any other member contributions. Please send your
submission to W4CQ.Susan@gmail.com. As Editor, I reserve the right
to edit any and all pieces.
The submission deadline for each month’s newsletter is the third
Friday of that month. Anything received later may be held for the
next month’s publication.
As The Connector Editor, I am honored to serve the good people
of the Charlotte Amateur Radio Club.
73,

P. Susan Nosko N4PSN
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146.505

147.525

