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W ell as I write, it’s just five days until Field 

Day. Will it be successful?  Will anyone have a 

good time?  I just don’t know, and the reason I 

don’t know is the lack of a 

response from a large portion 

of the club membership. It’s 

really hard to plan for any-

thing when you 

don’t have input from the member-

ship. We work on the club station, 

try and schedule operation times, 

but only a few said they’d be there. 

We are cutting down the number of 

stations we’ll put on the air, because 

we just don’t have manpower to run more.  

      After all the hard work, a few of us did fix a 

problem we had with the feedlines.  Up crops an-

other problem -- the rotor won’t show it’s turning. 

Outside, yes, it’s turning, but the indoor unit won’t 

show us where the beam is pointing.  More cost, 

more labor to fix it!  Five months ago, during one 

of our club meetings, we had a discussion about 

replacing the rotor. It seems most members 

thought it was a good idea, but no one stepped up 

to search and get a bid for a rotor. I just can’t do it 

all! We should have checked the rotor when we 

were in the clubroom a few weeks ago. We were 

all tired from being on the roof, and in the sun. To 

that, that was 

my fault.  

     So, I 

wanted to 

clean up the 

junction box 

where the 

feedlines 

come in the clubroom. I also wanted to check the 

resonance of the antennas using an antenna ana-

lyzer from Mike W4DXL.  He had some time off and 

called me up to schedule some time to go to the 

clubroom. (Thanks, Mike!)  Well, as we’re checking 

the antennas, some were marked as 

to what they were, some weren’t!  

Oh, GOOD GRIEF! Then we decided 

to check out the beam and the 

bands.  The bands were bad, but 

what’s new? We turned on the rotor 

control box. Nothing. The needle did-

n’t move.  So, I went outside and looked up.  Sure 

enough -- the beam was turning, but Mike said the 

control box needle wasn’t 

moving!  It was five days until 

Field Day and the beam 

doesn’t work?  So I had Mike 

move it to the northwest di-

rection and leave it. At least 

we’ll hear the west coast and the northwest.  

     So why come to Field Day?  Well, to get a laugh 

at the blind leading the blind. We’ll work 2 F NC, 

and talk to whomever can hear us. Oh, we can eat! 

Joe KI4QVF will 

have his cooker for 

hot dogs. Ms. Jodie 

KI4CXO can’t make 

it because of family 

business, BUT I will 

have her famous 

German Chocolate 

Cake. Rumor has 

it, Janet will have 
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Our July club  

meeting will be on 

Saturday, July 13. 
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Upcoming Events! 

Come to the Mint Hill Historical Society on the third Saturday of each month, 

from 8:30am to 1:00pm.  We set up a  HF short wave station in the Gold Assay 

office. 

     We have made contacts all over the world!  Almost everywhere in Europe, 

Israel, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Iceland, Greenland, Mexico, 

Costco Rica, Peru, and more.  73,  Joe Ducar KJ4QFV 

Mint Hill Historical Society SW Station  

QSO Parties — Submitted by Steve Nosko 

Maryland-DC 8/10/2019 8/11/2019 Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Hawaii 8/24/2019 8/26/2019 Hawaii QSO Party 

Kansas 8/24/2019 8/25/2019 Kansas QSO Party 

Ohio 8/24/2019 8/25/2019 Ohio QSO Party 

Colorado 8/31/2019 9/1/2019 Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 

Tennessee 9/1/2019 9/2/2019 Tennessee QSO Party 

Alabama 9/7/2019 9/8/2019 Alabama QSO Party 

Iowa 9/21/2019 9/22/2019 Story County ARC 

New Jersey 9/21/2019 9/22/2019 New Jersey QSO Party 

Washington 9/21/2019 9/22/2019 Western Washington DX Club 

Maine 9/28/2019 9/29/2019 Wireless Society of Southern Maine 

Texas 9/28/2019 9/29/2019 Texas QSO Party 

Little Mike KE4EHC bring the 

famous Hot Dog Chili! 

Mmmmmm – we’ll eat!  Bring 

your favorite chips, dips, and 

drinks. We’ll provide ice, 

cups, plates, etc. 

     I would like to thank folks 

who have helped along the way: Joe KI4QVF, 

Randy KE4JXF, Gary W4GDC, Dave WD4DDC, Mike 

KG4PDA, Mike W4DXL, and Shawn K4RSG for help-

ing with the roof project.  Thanks to Shawn 

K4RSG, Mike W4DXL, and Bill W4WNT for making 

our computers log and talk together for Field Day.   

     One of the unsung heroes of the club is Susan 

N4PSN, our Secretary and newsletter editor. Take 

a few pics of your station, and write a few words 

about it -- what you like to operate, the radios, 

and antennas -- for the club newsletter! 

     Thanks to Shawn K4RSG, for his IT work and 

his work on our club website www.w4cq.org.  

Thanks, Shawn, for updating its content as it 

changes each month.  

     I hope everyone added to the Field Day experi-

ence and had a good time. 

     Remember our club meeting next month will be  

on July 13 because the Salisbury Hamfest takes 

place on July 6.  I hope you will go.  I will!             

  I promise next month will be better.               

  73, Jeff KA4WYC 

https://www.w3vpr.org/mdcqsoparty/
http://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org/
http://www.ksqsoparty.org/
http://www.ohqp.org/
http://ppraa.org/coqp
http://tnqsoparty.wordpress.com/
http://www.alabamaqsoparty.org/
http://www.w0yl.com/IAQP
http://www.k2td-bcrc.org/njqp/index.html
http://www.wwdxc.org/category/salmon-run/announcements/
http://www.ws1sm.com/MEQP.html
http://txqp.net/
http://www.w4cq.org
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 Thoughts & Prayer 
 Let’s remember to be thankful for the freedom we have in this country and to pray for 

those who are in uniform, fighting or ready to protect us so we can enjoy them.   

W4CQ Christmas Party! 

Why Don’t We Use Vail Code? 

Instead of Morse Code?  That is an argument that 

will go down in history. Agreeably, both Samuel F. 

B. Morse and Alfred Vail brought us the telegraph 

and the Morse Code. But who really invented the 

system of using long and short pulses of electrical 

current to transmit letters and numbers in a mes-

sage?  If only I had a time machine, I 

could give you the correct answer.  

     Alfred Vail first saw a demonstra-

tion of Samuel Morse’s telegraph while 

he was visiting his alma mater, New 

York University, in 1837, and was 

hooked on the “new” technology. He 

persuaded Morse to “hire” him for 25% 

of the proceeds, with the understand-

ing that Morse retained all the patents 

on items that Vail invented. Vail also 

brought in his brother George. When 

Morse took on another partner, Vail’s shares were 

cut to 1/8th per share. Morse wasn’t a business-

man, but Vail was! Vail refined the crude design of 

the telegraph, making it more “presentable” to the 

public, and showed it to people like the President 

of the United States Martin Van Buren, Congress 

and his cabinet, and the Franklin Institute. This 

“new” design made it possible to gain the Congres-

sional sum of $30,000.00 to build the first tele-

graph line.  (Do you remember Annie G. Ells-

worth?) 

     That was just on the telegraph side of things. It 

is rumored that Vail suggested Morse go to a 

newspaper printer’s office to look at the letters and 

the frequency of use of letters. E and I are used 

most; Q and Z are used least. This weighting of 

letters was given least to the most of the dits and 

dahs. Morse had been developing a dictionary of 

letters assigned to three or four letter groups. 

Each operator had to have this dictionary to de-

code a message. In a letter to his father in 1837, 

Vail is quoted as saying, “Professor Morse has in-

vented a new plan of an alphabet, and has thrown 

away his dictionaries.”  Also, in a book in 1845 

when describing Morse’s telegraph, 

Vail attributed the code to Morse. 

     Vail knew the telegraph was a 

much-needed technology, but it wasn’t 

a “money-making venture” for Vail. 

Morse held all the cards. At first, Vail 

was in charge of building lines across 

the nation, but again, it didn’t pay 

well. He made $900.00 for one year. 

Even in 1844 funds, wasn’t much. So 

in a closing letter, Vail wrote to Morse, 

“I have made up my mind to leave the 

telegraph to take care of itself, since it 

cannot take care of me. I shall, in a few months, 

leave Washington for New Jersey, ... and bid adieu 

to the subject of the telegraph for some more prof-

itable business.” That having been said, Vail re-

turned to New Jersey. He spent his last ten years 

studying Genealogical research. 

     So that’s why we use Morse Code.  

 — Jeff KA4WYC  

Items quoted in this article were developed from 

Wikipedia on Alfred Vail.  Pictured:  Alfred Vail 

Dits and Dahs 
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Top photo: Joe and Mike putting up the temporary digital antenna.  Clockwise:  

Mike;  Joe, Ted and Dave talking to ARRL Roanoke Vice Director, Bill Morine 

N2COP; Dave working 20 meters, phone, and Mike logging in the N3FJP Field 

Day software; Mike showing off the clubroom to Bill N2COP. 
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Net Name Frequency 
Off-
set Tone Time When Location 

Backup/
Link 

Piedmont Spotter Group 145.230  -  118.8 2000 Nightly Spencer Mtn. 145.290 

Charlotte Regional Skywarn 145.230 - 118.8  As Needed Spencer Mtn. 444.450 

Metrolina 2 Meter Emergency  146.940 - 118.8 2100 Nightly Spencer Mtn. 145.230 

York Co. Amateur Radio Society 147.030 - 88.5 2030 Nightly Rock Hill  

NC Evening Net 145.370 - 94.8 2130 Nightly N. Wilkesboro  

GGARS Net 145.450 - no tone 2000 M, W, F Crowder's Mtn.  

Doughnut Net 145.170 - 88.5 2030 Monday Anderson Mtn.  

York County Ares 147.225 + 110.9 2100 Monday Rock Hill  

Carolina Amateur Radio Club 145.350 - 82.5 1915 Tuesday Dallas 147.505 

Jabbernet 224.400 - no tone 1930 Tuesday Charlotte 146.940 

Lincoln Co. Volunteer Comm. 147.015 + 141.3 1930 Tuesday Lincolnton  

East Coast IRLP Net 443.250 + 136.5 2000 Tuesday China Grove  

GCARS Trader's Net 147.120 + 100 2030 Tuesday Spencer Mtn.  

Pineboard Ragchew Net 145.410 - 136.5 2045 Tuesday China Grove  

Mecklenburg Co. Ares 146.940 - 118.8 2100 Wednesday Charlotte  

Mt Mitchell Preppers Net 145.190 - no tone 2030 Wednesday Mt. Mitchell  

Swap Net 145.190 - no tone 2030 Thursday Mt. Mitchell  

GGARS 220 Net 224.620 - 127.3 2000 Saturday Crowders Mtn. 146.505 

Mt Mitchell ARES Net 145.190 - no tone 800 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

Forest City Net 145.190 - no tone 900 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

6600 Net 145.190 - no tone 2100 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

China Grove Net 145.410 - 136.5 2030 Saturday China Grove  

Dixie Pirates Net 145.410 - 136.5 2100 Saturday China Grove  

10 Meter Net 28.340 USB   2200 Saturday Rock Hill  

Piedmont Simplex Net 147.505  no tone 2030 Sunday Harrisburg 147.525 

Gary Whitt’s KN4ICY Weekly Net List 

The Connector is the official newsletter of the Charlotte 

Amateur Radio Club.  It’s published monthly.    

      As Editor of The Connector, I welcome pictures (.jpeg), articles 

(Word doc), and any other member contributions. Please send your 

submission to W4CQ.Susan@gmail.com. As Editor, I reserve the right 

to edit any and all pieces.   

     The submission deadline for each month’s newsletter is the third 

Friday of that month.  Anything received later may be held for the 

next month’s publication.      

       As The Connector Editor, I am honored to serve the good people 

of the Charlotte Amateur Radio Club.    

        73,    

       P. Susan Nosko N4PSN 

mailto:W4CQSecretary@gmail.com

