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To promote the technical craft of amateur radio through training, mentoring and
enhancing fellowship among radio amateurs.

And Then This Happened...

Words From the Prez

As I write this, we’re a week from our upcoming business meeting on June 1. We’re having some hot
days, for sure.
I just got back a week ago from the Dayton HamVention. It was awesome! But I al-

most didn’t get to go. In hindsight, I probably should have stayed home and rested.
You see, I had just gotten out of the hospital. You didn’t know? Well, I didn’t tell
many people. Why? I was determined to go to Dayton! Why? I had paid for tickets and
a dorm room — all non-refundable. So, off we went to Dayton.

There is a lot of walking at Dayton. The distance between the commercial buildings and the flea
market is a hike. All the top manufacturers were there: Kenwood, ICOM, Yaesu, Elecraft, etc. I got to put
my fingerprints on the newest Elecraft - K4. It drew a crowd non-stop. All the Who’s Who were there:

Gordon West and Bob Heil, just to name a few. Their booths and forums were well attended. I got to
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meet two of the product directors for Radioddity, a Chinese manufacturer of DMR HTs and now HF radios. Actually, they came looking for me! A friend, Scott Weaver W4EV,
has been testing their products for
some time. They will send him an
HT, he will test it, and then write a

review about it. Scott knew they
were coming to Dayton to decide if
they wanted a booth next year, so
he told me to be on the look-out for
two girls in black t-shirts. (They had
a t-shirt for me!) They were real

Inside
this
ARRL
— NC News

issue

Business Meeting
Business Meeting
Dits and Dahs
Net Info

4

Net Info
Public Service

6

Radio Matters
Radio Matters

5

Upcoming Events
Upcoming Events

2

nice and spoke better English than me. [sic]
Oh, yeah. Did you see my big Dayton purchase? Wait, what? Two tires? Yep, there was a bump,
bump, bump… Did you see the picture of one of the tires? So I went searching for tire stores in the Dayton/Zenia area and there was a Discount Tire Store about seventeen miles away.

I dropped Sparky

KE4TES off at the bus shuttle and a lady came up to me there. I thought she was going to tell me to
move, so I told her I was just dropping off Sparky and then leaving to buy a tire. She looked at my front

tire and asked where I was going to get a new one. When I told her, she asked, “Why don’t you go to
Jamie’s? He’s just three blocks away and I guarantee his service.” So I did and got in and out — two
tires at $80.00 each, mounted and balanced. Not a bad price! This Dayton Adventure was getting out of
hand! But God always has a hand in our lives!
The rest of the weekend continued without any other mishaps. The weather was great! Saturday was
hot and sunny. Sunday had high wind warnings (20-40 mph winds). Like most Hamfests, people leave
early on Sunday. If you ever get a chance to go to Dayton, please do. I’d be happy to help you know

where to stay and how to get around. See ya soon.

73, Jeff KA4WYC

Upcoming Events!
QSO Parties
Kentucky
West Virginia
Maryland-DC
Hawaii
Kansas
Ohio
Colorado

6/1/2019
6/15/2019
8/10/2019
8/24/2019
8/24/2019
8/24/2019
8/31/2019

— Submitted by Steve Nosko

6/2/2019
6/16/2019
8/11/2019
8/26/2019
8/25/2019
8/25/2019
9/1/2019

Paducah Amateur Radio Association
West Virginia State Amateur Radio Council
Anne Arundel Radio Club
Hawaii QSO Party
Kansas QSO Party
Ohio QSO Party
Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association

Mint Hill Historical Society SW Station
Come to the Mint Hill Historical Society on the third Saturday of each month,
from 8:30am to 1:00pm. We set up a HF short wave station in the Gold Assay

office.
We have made contacts all over the world! Almost everywhere in Europe,
Israel, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Iceland, Greenland, Mexico,
Costco Rica, Peru, and more. 73, Joe Ducar KJ4QFV

ARRL Field Day (June 22-23, 2019)
ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the
United States and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June, more than
35,000 radio amateurs gather with their clubs, groups or simply with
friends to operate from remote locations.
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For our May meeting, we met at
the Mint Hill Historical Society in the Gold
Assay Office. (An official club business
meeting was not held for the month of

May.)

Thoughts & Prayers
Please continue to pray for the families and friends of members who have lost loved
ones. So thankful for Jack Cureton’s speedy recovery! Let’s pray for those who are being hard-hit by tornadoes, and let’s always remember those who are serving in uniform.
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SOS when it first adopted it in 1905 by their Not-

Dits and Dahs

zeichen distress signal SOS. This code was sent as
three dots and three dahs and three dots. Later, It
was established as a prosign — all sent as one

Mayday, CQD, and SOS

M

character, not three individual characters. Today

Where Did They Come From?

SOS is used for all worldwide communications as a

distress signal on radiotelegraphic, CW.
ost of us know SOS was sent by the HMS Ti-

So now, enter voice communications and a need

tanic when it collided with an iceberg in the North

for a “spoken” distress call. It’s 1923, and Senior

Atlantic on April 15, 1912,

Radio

but it was new to radio op-

Stanley

erators

time.

worked at the Croydon Air-

The most common signal

port in London, was asked

was CQD.

to come up with a word to

during

that

Officer

Frederick

Mockford,

who

A large number of radio

indicate a distress call. It

operators were in the em-

would need to be easily un-

ployment of the Marconi In-

derstood

ternational Marine Commu-

ground crews alike at that

nication (MIMC) Company,

airport

so

Bourget

W4CQ Christmas Party!
they

followed

MIMC

by
and

pilots
also

Airport

and

the

in

Le

Paris.

rules. Titanic actually used

He proposed the expression

CQD as the first distress call

Mayday, from the French

— sent out by Jack Phillips, Senior Radio Operator.

word m’aider or “help me.”

Junior Radio Operator Harold Bride suggested us-

wasn’t

ing the “new” SOS distress code and half-jokingly

(SOS was the equivalent for the distress call on

said it may his last chance to use the new code. So

CW.) In 1927, the International Radiotelegraph

Phillips began to alternate between the two dis-

Convention of Washington adopted the voice call

tress calls, CQD and SOS. Bride survived the sink-

Mayday as the distress call.

ing, but Phillips did not.

a

spoken

Before then, there

international

distress

call.

Officially, Mayday is to be spoken three times

But where did they come from? CQD came first.

in

a

row,

Needing a distress call for maritime radio commu-

followed

nications, MIMC adopted CQD on January 7, 1904,

the person’s

for all of its installations. CQ is actually derived

name, loca-

from "sécu," from the French word “sécurité.” Lat-

tion

er D was added for distress calls. CQ had been

description

used on landline communications, as a general

of the emer-

calling message, meaning, “Who is calling?” or “I

gency.

by

and

a

am calling.”
I hope you never have to use it, but now you

This was the distress call

know how to use it. Just in case.

used until 1906, when, at the
International

Radiotelegraphic

73 — Jeff Blythe KA4WYC

Convention, in Berlin, Germany,
it was changed from CQD to
SOS. Germany had been using
4

Morse Code
and Bar Codes

Introduction
Almost seventy years ago, Drexel University graduate students Norman Woodland and Bernard Silver
were sitting in a lab. Within earshot, a local businessman asked the department head if he could come
up with a means to help him identify products and associated parameters (such as price). The department head flatly stated it couldn't be done. Woodland and Silver looked at each other and said,
“There’s got to be a way.”
The Eureka Moment
Some time later, as they were sitting on a Florida beach, Silver told Norman
about Morse code which he had learned while in the Boy Scouts. To illus-

trate his point, he built a few words in the sand, using one finger for a dot
and two fingers for a dash. Folklore has it that they looked at each other at
the same time and exclaimed, “Eureka!” The width of the bars projected a
value — as did the space between the bars! They applied for a patent which
was awarded on October 7, 1952. Although the concept was sound, it took about twenty years before
hardware and software development had the ability to exploit the concept.

Epilogue
Today, bar coding is ubiquitous. When you check into a hospital, you are immediately fit with a bar
coded bracelet with all your vital information. Your ticket to an event is barcoded with your name and
seat number. The bar code list goes on an on. Who would have thought that the barcode would have
its beginning with Morse Code?

73, Urb LeJeune W1UL, urb@ham-cram.com

Just connect an antenna and power.
You’re on the air! Keep it small and
light! 73, Joe Ducar KJ4QFV
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Gary Whitt’s KN4ICY Weekly Net List
Net Name

Frequency

Offset Tone

Time

When

Location

Backup/
Link

Piedmont Spotter Group

145.230

-

118.8

2000

Nightly

Spencer Mtn.

145.290

Charlotte Regional Skywarn

145.230

-

118.8

As Needed Spencer Mtn.

444.450

Metrolina 2 Meter Emergency

146.940

-

118.8

2100

Nightly

Spencer Mtn.

145.230

York Co. Amateur Radio Society 147.030

-

88.5

2030

Nightly

Rock Hill

NC Evening Net

145.370

-

94.8

2130

Nightly

N. Wilkesboro

GGARS Net

145.450

-

no tone

2000

M, W, F

Crowder's Mtn.

Doughnut Net

145.170

-

88.5

2030

Monday

Anderson Mtn.

York County Ares

147.225

+

110.9

2100

Monday

Rock Hill

Carolina Amateur Radio Club

145.350

-

82.5

1915

Tuesday

Dallas

147.505

Jabbernet

224.400

-

no tone

1930

Tuesday

Charlotte

146.940

Lincoln Co. Volunteer Comm.

147.015

+

141.3

1930

Tuesday

Lincolnton

East Coast IRLP Net

443.250

+

136.5

2000

Tuesday

China Grove

GCARS Trader's Net

147.120

+

100

2030

Tuesday

Spencer Mtn.

Pineboard Ragchew Net

145.410

-

136.5

2045

Tuesday

China Grove

Mecklenburg Co. Ares

146.940

-

118.8

2100

Wednesday Charlotte

Mt Mitchell Preppers Net

145.190

-

no tone

2030

Wednesday Mt. Mitchell

Swap Net

145.190

-

no tone

2030

Thursday

Mt. Mitchell

GGARS 220 Net

224.620

-

127.3

2000

Saturday

Crowders Mtn.

Mt Mitchell ARES Net

145.190

-

no tone

800

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

Forest City Net

145.190

-

no tone

900

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

6600 Net

145.190

-

no tone

2100

Saturday

Mt. Mitchell

China Grove Net

145.410

-

136.5

2030

Saturday

China Grove

Dixie Pirates Net

145.410

-

136.5

2100

Saturday

China Grove

10 Meter Net

28.340 USB

2200

Saturday

Rock Hill

Piedmont Simplex Net

147.505

2030

Sunday

Harrisburg

The Connector

no tone

is the official newsletter of the Charlotte

Amateur Radio Club. It’s published monthly.
As Editor of The Connector, I welcome pictures (.jpeg), articles
(Word doc), and any other member contributions. Please send your
submission to W4CQ.Susan@gmail.com. As Editor, I reserve the right
to edit any and all pieces.
The submission deadline for each month’s newsletter is the third
Friday of that month. Anything received later may be held for the
next month’s publication.
As The Connector Editor, I am honored to serve the good people
of the Charlotte Amateur Radio Club.
73,

P. Susan Nosko N4PSN
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146.505

147.525

