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     Sadly, this month we said goodbye to a close 

friend and a champion of 

amateur radio, John Covington 

W4CC. His memorial service was 

a beautiful tribute to him. 

Several people spoke — one of 

which was  Susan Jones (from 

Raleigh), who talked about many 

of John’s accomplishments — 

starting from when he was 

thirteen years old and got his first 

amateur radio license, to the many 

leadership positions he held in the 

ARRL and local clubs (including that 

of president).  One thing about John I didn’t know 

was that he liked Chuck E. Cheese. When Sally, 

(John’s longtime girlfriend’s) brother, Chris, asked 

his three children what they liked best about John, 

they all said he was nice-looking, kind and funny! 

(And he took them to Chuck E. Cheese!)  Who 

knew?  

     I’m sad to also say that Bill 

Turner W4WNT recently said “good-

bye” to his wife Donna KD4QGW.  

Please keep Bill in your thoughts and 

prayers, too. We are so sorry for your loss, Bill. 

     Tim Slay’s 

N4IB dad 

passed away 

in April, after 

an injury from 

a fall.  Please 

keep Tim and 

his family and 

friends in your thoughts and prayers.  Tim, we all 

send our condolences.  

        We have all been thinking and praying for our 

members who are, or have been, in the hospital. 

Bob Cole KD4IIN is in a Gastonia rehab hospital, 

recovering from a stroke. I’m 

sure he would love to receive 

a card or a visit.   

     Jack Cureton K4LRH had 

surgery and is now back 

home, hoping to attend a 

club meeting soon. 

     By the time you read this, the Morganton 

Hamfest will be over. It’s one of my favorite little 

Hamfests.  

     Next thing coming up is Field Day. I hope to 

send out an email soon to start planning this fun 

time event! I hope Gary W4GDC will be our digital 

station, and we’ll get some help from Joe KJ4QFV 

and Ted KE6QEY for setting up the SSB stations. 

We need to replace the coax and a little 

maintenance on our antennas is in order. Again, 

more email notifications are coming soon. 

      Oh! Remember we will be at the Mint Hill 

Historical Society this Saturday, May 4, at 8am. 

Please note the new start time (8:00am)! We’ll 

have a short business meeting, and then we’ll 

provide an amateur radio demonstration with “on 

the air” contacts. Please  visit our website for more 

information.  

     Ok!  See you on 

May 4! 

73, 

Jeff KA4WYC  

Club President 
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 Thoughts & Prayers 
Please keep the families and friends of some of our members in your thoughts and 

prayers with the passing of Donna Turner (Bill Turner’s wife), Ben Slay (Tim Slay’s 

dad) and John Covington.  Please also pray for Bob Cole and Jack Cureton’s speedy 

recovery.  Let’s always remember those who are serving in uniform. 

Upcoming Events! 

Come to the Mint Hill Historical Society this Saturday at 8:00am. We’ll 

have a short business meeting, and then provide an amateur radio 

demonstration with “on the air” contacts. Please  visit our website for 

more information.  

  

Mint Hill Historical Society SW Station  

ARRL Field Day  (June 22-23, 2019) 

ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event held annually in the 

United States and Canada. On the fourth weekend of June, more than 

35,000 radio amateurs gather with their clubs, groups or simply with friends 

to operate from remote locations.  

Upcoming QSO Parties — Submitted by Steve Nosko W4SJN 

Arizona 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Connecticut 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Idaho 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Indiana 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Hoosier DX and Contest Club 

Maine 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Massachusetts 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Montana 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Nevada 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

New Hampshire 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Oregon 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Rhode Island 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Utah 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Vermont 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 New England QSO Party 

Washington 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Wyoming 5/4/2019 5/5/2019 Central Oregon DX Club 

Arkansas 5/11/2019 5/12/2019 Amateur Radio Klub of the Arkansas Northwest 

http://www.w4cq.org
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.hdxcc.org/inqp/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.neqp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://7qp.org/
http://www.arkqp.com/
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W4CQ Christmas Party! 

 

    So You Want To Date Your Vibroplex? 

 

OK, I don’t mean to take your key out for a nice steak, hamburger, or a movie! Do you have a Vibroplex 

telegraph key that you’ve wondered about when it was manufactured? There are several good websites 

out there on the Interweb to do some research.  

     First, check out WW7P, John Elwood’s website. You can look up your serial number, and get close to 

the date as to when your key was manufactured. Vibroplex keys were/are manufactured with different 

sized bases, paint, or types of finishes and models.  

     Another website belongs to my friend Tom Perera W1TP, www.w1tp.com.  It’s a large website where 

you can look at many keys and with the many pics provided, look for your key. For instance, the key pic-

tured here is an original Vibroplex, circa 1942. Note the label and city. This one is from 833 Broadway, 

New York, with a serial number of 214,XXX. Under the key is stamped “original” in orange paint.  

Since 1902, the Vibroplex keys have been manufactured in several different cities. First, they were built 

in New York, with different street addresses. Then in 1907–1908, Vibroplex moved to Norcross, Georgia. 

The few keys built there had thinner bases.  In 1910, Vibroplex moved back to New York.  

    Ok — don’t cheat — but what does UEM (United Electrical Manufacturing Company), farm plows, tele-

graph keys, and “Buck” Buchanan have common? (Google The Lost Dit Of Vibroplex.) 

     It seems the other cities where Vibroplex came from are:  Portland, Maine; Mobile, Alabama; and fi-

nally Knoxville, Tennessee. 

     So you have to know the paint, type of finish and size of base, and different plates, or no plates at 

all. You also have different finger pieces, and those have different colors. 

     You tired yet?  Another key I have is the Vibroplex Brass Racer, pictured here in the triangle base 

version. Also, this particular key has an electronic keyer built inside (the blue wheel). The serial number 

Dits and Dahs 

http://vibroplexcollector.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/WW7P-Serial-Number-List.pdf
http://www.w1tp.com/
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is 031XX. So it was made around 1982. This key belonged to Ted W4VHF, (SK) ex-WA4VCC, a great HF/

VHF/UHF contester, along with his XYL Itice.  

     The last key is the Vibroplex VibroKeyer. Someone else replaced the original paddles. This is an Iam-

bic paddle and the serial number is 218XXX, from 833 Broadway, New York. So looking it up, you’ll see 

1960.  

Well, that’s it, for now. 

Lots of information, but 

it’s usually fairly easy to 

locate. Enjoy the keys!! 

I have more!  

 

73,  

Jeff KA4WYC 

 

Etiquette on the W4CQ Repeaters — Jeff KA4WYC 

I want to go over what is expected while operating on the club’s repeaters. 

These rules also apply for any time you’re being an amateur radio operator.  

Just some good practices.  It appears some may have forgotten good etiquette. 

1. To join a conversation already on a repeater, just drop your callsign in at a break in the conversa-

tion and wait to be acknowledged.  Don’t use words like “Break. Break.”  This is used for an emer-

gency. If you have time sensitive information or a real emergency, give your callsign and say, “I 

have emergency traffic,” and wait to be acknowledged. Or if you need a particular person, give their 

callsign and your callsign, and again — wait to be acknowledged by your station. 

2. When joining a roundtable on the repeater, don’t monopolize the conversation. Ease yourself into it.  

3. Stay on topic. Yes, you can ask other questions, but only after you have established yourself in the 

roundtable. Again, stay on topic. 

4. There are just some things you don’t talk about!  Think common decency.  Don’t talk about the fight 

you had with the ex or your boss, the guy that cut you off just now, or topics that should be dis-

cussed in private conversations.  Take a breath before you key! 

5. Don’t get on the repeater if you’ve been drinking.   

6. Remember, don’t say anything you wouldn’t want the neighbors to know about. So don’t cuss or 

use vulgar language.  

7. Don’t just key the repeater just to hear the repeater kerchunk, if no one is on. Give your callsign 

and say, “KA4WYC monitoring.”  

8. A quick word about ID’ing. The FCC requires us to ID within every ten minutes, and at the end of 

your conversation.  However, if you join a roundtable on the repeater, give your callsign, and then 

as you carry on a conversation, give your callsign 

9.  every ten minutes, and as you end your conversation. Oh, giving just a  suffix, like “WYC,” doesn’t 

make it your callsign. Give the whole callsign! (“KA4WYC”) 

If you remember these points, you’ll be welcomed to use the repeaters! 

73, Jeff KA4WYC 
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Nocturnal Creative Problem Solving 

“Concentration” is a disarmingly simple card 

game which is played by two or more people. The 

fifty-two cards of a well-shuffled 

deck are laid out on a surface 

face down. We’ll assume there 

are two players, Romeo and Juli-

ette. Juliette wins the coin toss 

and goes first. She picks up two 

cards at random and if they 

match, she take the pair and places them down in 

front of her, and selects two additional cards. If 

she doesn’t produce a match, she put the cards, 

face down, back into their original position and 

Romeo selects two cards. When there are no 

longer any cards face down, the player with the 

most matches wins the game. 

     Here is a friendly 

piece of advice: if you’re 

an adult, don’t even think 

about playing this game 

with a five-year-old, un-

less you can handle total 

humiliation. A fifty-two card deck has twenty-six 

possible matches, and a five-year-old frequently 

captures twenty, or more, matches. How can this 

be?  And can a study of this phenomenon help us 

learn anything that might be helpful with future 

problem-solving challenges?  

     First, let’s reject any thought that the five- 

year-old is just lucky with the first game because 

they will bash us consistently. What property do 

they possess which the average adult lacks? The  

answer is total concentration. Youngsters don’t 

have a multitude of seemingly insignificant 

thoughts running around inside 

their heads. We adults are bur-

dened with thoughts about re-

lationships, how to explain to 

the boss that we’re about to 

miss a deadline and so on.  

     Some people claim that a 

regimen of yoga permits focus-

ing on a single topic. I never 

was able to reach such an exalted level of mind-

control. However I did discover a way to harness 

very high levels of concentration quite by acci-

dent.  

     I didn’t enter a college classroom until I was 

forty-six years old. My initial reason for taking a 

college course was to learn how to program a 

computer. Like many people, I thought computer 

programming was about syntax — but it’s not.  

It’s primarily about logic and problem-solving. 

     Early on in my first course, I wrestled with a 

pesky problem.  My program had compiled suc-

cessfully (meaning, the syntax was correct), but 

the program seemed to have a mind of its own 

and refused to do what I wanted. It’s a cliche in 

the —  not what you want it to do.  

     One night, an interesting thing happened. I 

was thinking about my elusive program as I was 

falling asleep. Several hours later, I woke up with 

the solution to the problem. I want back to sleep 

thinking I had accomplished a major break-

through. The problem was, in the morning, I re-

membered waking up in the 

middle of the night with the 

solution, but I didn’t remem-

ber what it was! 

     From that point on, when-

ever I had a programming 

problem, I kept a listing of the program on my 

night table.  If I awoke in the middle of the night, 

I made notations on my program listing. I also 

kept a pocket notebook on my night table in case 

I came up with the solution to a non-computer 

problem. After several months, I additionally dis-

covered I no longer had to make notes on my list-
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ings in the middle of the 

night.  I remembered them in 

the morning! That was about 

forty years ago and I practice 

this same methodology to-

day. 

     What was the mechanism allowing me to har-

ness my nocturnal creative problem-solving abili-

ties?  Could it be replicated by others?  Over the 

ensuing forty-year period, I have told a countless 

number of people about the “problem-solve-while

-you-sleep” methodology, and only a few have 

failed to duplicate my success.  

     I’ll leave the explanation of the modality to 

those infinitely more qualified with the knowledge 

of the workings of the mind. From a simplistic lay-

man’s point of view, I think that when we sleep, 

we regress to the mindset of that wonderful five-

year-old who whooped us at Concentration. I also 

believe, based upon much experience, that we 

can train our minds to take directions for noctur-

nal subject matter selection.  

     How does this apply to ham radio in general 

and ham-cramming via ham-cram.com specifical-

ly? When using this website, try and do a study 

and test session every day. When going to sleep, 

think about the associations you made connecting 

the questions with the correct answers. I’ll wager 

you a cup of coffee you start processing the rela-

tionships while you sleep within a few nights. 

     I confess my mind does not comprehend the 

mechanism our mind uses to solve problems in 

our sleep. But I do know it works and that's good 

enough for me. 

73,   

Urb LeJeune W1UL, urb@ham-cram.com 

W hen not writing newsletter articles, Urb is 

either working FT8 or enhancing his website, 

ham-cram.com. The W1UL licensing system has 4 

distinguishing characteristics: 

• Only study correct answers. 

• Only study questions most likely on the FCC 

test. 

• The fastest and easiest path to a license. 

• Totally free.  

Submitted by 

Marge Fowler KI4JCK 

 

 

http://ham-cram.com/
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Charlotte Amateur Radio Club  

Minutes of the March 2019 Business Meeting 

Salvation Army Divisional Headquarters, 510 Archdale Drive, Charlotte, NC  

To promote the technical craft of amateur radio through training, mentoring and enhancing  

fellowship among radio amateurs. 

 

DATE:  April 6, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER: 09:30 am by President Jeff Blythe KA4WYC  

WELCOME/OPENING REMARKS:  Jeff welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized our guests:  

Dewey Rochester WD4FFP, Patrick Irish KE8DOA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Jeff asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the March 2, 2019 

Business Meeting, as distributed by the Secretary in the newsletter. Shawn K4RSG made a motion to ap-

prove the minutes; it was seconded by Jack K4LRN.  The motion passed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT (Joe Ducar KJ4QFV): Joe gave the monthly financial report of the club. Approv-

al of Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff asked for a motion to approve the March Treasurer’s Report.  Mike W4DXL 

moved to approve the report.  Dave WD4WWC seconded it.  The motion passed.    

NEW MEMBERS (Jeff Blythe KA4WYC, Joe Ducar KJ4QFV):   

Joe announced the names of those who had recently joined our club: Howard Outland WB4UD, Tony 

Jones N4ATJ, and James Klasinski KN4MIJ.  Jeff asked for a motion to approve them for W4CQ member-

ship. Joe KJ4QFV made the motion.  Dave WD4DDC seconded it.  The motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Club Hats, Shirts, Name badges, and Pins: Mike KG4PDA, Mike W4DXL, Marge KJ4JCK, Mike 

KE4EHC, and Randy KE4JXF had a binder full of name badges and pins, and passed them around. 

2. Website:  Jeff asked Shawn K4RSG, to talk about the website updates.  (As a note, Dewey WD4FFP 

and Patrick KE8DOA are visitors today, and they found us from our website! 

NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mike W4DXL moved the meeting be adjourned. Joe KJ4QVF seconded it.  The motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:08 am. The club program was then presented. 

Program:  We watched two videos - one made by John Covington W4CC SK, and Enigma Machine by 

Tom Perera W1TP. 

       Respectfully submitted,  

        Jeff Blythe KA4WYC, in absence of the Club Secretary, P. Susan Nosko N4PSN 
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Net Name Frequency 
Off-
set Tone Time When Location 

Backup/
Link 

Piedmont Spotter Group 145.230  -  118.8 2000 Nightly Spencer Mtn. 145.290 

Charlotte Regional Skywarn 145.230 - 118.8  As Needed Spencer Mtn. 444.450 

Metrolina 2 Meter Emergency  146.940 - 118.8 2100 Nightly Spencer Mtn. 145.230 

York Co. Amateur Radio Society 147.030 - 88.5 2030 Nightly Rock Hill  

NC Evening Net 145.370 - 94.8 2130 Nightly N. Wilkesboro  

GGARS Net 145.450 - no tone 2000 M, W, F Crowder's Mtn.  

Doughnut Net 145.170 - 88.5 2030 Monday Anderson Mtn.  

York County Ares 147.225 + 110.9 2100 Monday Rock Hill  

Carolina Amateur Radio Club 145.350 - 82.5 1915 Tuesday Dallas 147.505 

Jabbernet 224.400 - no tone 1930 Tuesday Charlotte 146.940 

Lincoln Co. Volunteer Comm. 147.015 + 141.3 1930 Tuesday Lincolnton  

East Coast IRLP Net 443.250 + 136.5 2000 Tuesday China Grove  

GCARS Trader's Net 147.120 + 100 2030 Tuesday Spencer Mtn.  

Pineboard Ragchew Net 145.410 - 136.5 2045 Tuesday China Grove  

Mecklenburg Co. Ares 146.940 - 118.8 2100 Wednesday Charlotte  

Mt Mitchell Preppers Net 145.190 - no tone 2030 Wednesday Mt. Mitchell  

Swap Net 145.190 - no tone 2030 Thursday Mt. Mitchell  

GGARS 220 Net 224.620 - 127.3 2000 Saturday Crowders Mtn. 146.505 

Mt Mitchell ARES Net 145.190 - no tone 800 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

Forest City Net 145.190 - no tone 900 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

6600 Net 145.190 - no tone 2100 Saturday Mt. Mitchell  

China Grove Net 145.410 - 136.5 2030 Saturday China Grove  

Dixie Pirates Net 145.410 - 136.5 2100 Saturday China Grove  

10 Meter Net 28.340 USB   2200 Saturday Rock Hill  

Piedmont Simplex Net 147.505  no tone 2030 Sunday Harrisburg 147.525 

Gary Whitt’s KN4ICY Weekly Net List 

The Connector is the official newsletter of the Charlotte 

Amateur Radio Club.  It’s published monthly.    

      As Editor of The Connector, I welcome pictures (.jpeg), articles 

(Word doc), and any other member contributions. Please send your 

submission to W4CQ.Susan@gmail.com. As Editor, I reserve the right 

to edit any and all pieces.   

     The submission deadline for each month’s newsletter is the third 

Friday of that month.  Anything received later may be held for the 

next month’s publication.      

       As The Connector Editor, I am honored to serve the good people 

of the Charlotte Amateur Radio Club.    

        73,    

       P. Susan Nosko N4PSN 

mailto:W4CQSecretary@gmail.com

